
Water Conservation Tips

Conserve Water Inside Your Home

· Never use any more water than necessary to complete a task

· Fix leaks on faucets, sinks and toilets

· Take short showers instead of baths

· Keep cold beverages in the refrigerator and use ice only when needed

· Wash dishes by hand instead of using a dishwasher (fill one side of sink with soapy water for washing and the other with clear water for rinsing)

· If using a dishwasher, make sure you have a full load

· Keep a container of cold water in the refrigerator instead of waiting for water to cool from faucet

· Fill sink half-way to rinse vegetables and fruit instead of rinsing one at a time under running water

· When washing clothes, make sure you have a full load; if not, select the correct water level

· When cleaning or emptying a fish tank, use the old water to water plants or for on the lawn

Conserve Water Outside Your Home

· Swimming pools should be covered when not in use so water does not evaporate

· Water lawn only when needed

· Water early in the morning or late at night

· Never water when it is windy; this causes water to evaporate and dry quicker

· Use drip irrigation for shrubs and flower beds

· Water hoses should have a trigger nozzle on them

· Use mulch around trees, plants and gardens to hole in moisture

· Save rain water to water plants

· When watering, set a timer, saves from over watering

· When using a sprinkler, be sure to adjust to water only where needed

· Instead of washing your driveway and sidewalks, sweep or use a blower

· After washing your vehicle, use left over water for plants or the lawn

Check for Leaks

Toilets

Just because you don't see any water doesn't mean that there isn't a leak. A toilet can fool you. Listen to it. Do you hear running water? Jiggle the handle. Check the flapper. Just don't let it run! Your toilet can be the biggest water waster in your home, wasting up to 1,440 gallons per day, or one gallon per minute. And that's one gallon too much.

Add a few drops of food coloring to the water in the tank, but don't flush. If coloring appears in the bowl within a few minutes, your toilet is leaking. If so, all it usually needs is a new toilet flapper, an easy and inexpensive repair job.

Jiggle the handle. It might be the chain, and you may need to adjust it.

Adjust the "adjustment screw" on the float to stop water from going into the overflow tube.

Faucets and Sinks

Drip! Drip! Drip! It'll drive you nuts.
That small, little irritation keeping you up all night will never go away unless you fix it. So fix it now before it becomes a problem. Do it yourself or call a plumber. Water is being wasted and your money is going down the drain. Even a small drip can waste as much as 170 gallons of water each day, or 5,000 gallons per month.

Your homeowner's insurance may even cover pipe leaks and water damage.

Check all waterline connections and faucets regularly.
Do you know where your master shutoff valve is located? It'll save time and money if pipes burst.

Check for underground leaks.
Turn off all indoor and outdoor faucets, then look at the meter. If the small dial is turning, you've got a leak.

Call a plumber immediately if the problem persists.


